Lecture #15 – Brazil’s Golden Age

Summary
In this class we treat Brazil’s so-called “golden age” during the first half of the 18th century, including the economic, political, and social consequences of the first gold rush of modern times.

Vocabulary

Dom Sebastião
Philip II
Dom João IV
Bandeira
Bandeirante
São Paulo
Paulista
Sertão
Emboaba
Minas Gerais
Ouro Preto
Cuiabá
Goiás
Mato Grosso
Monsoons
Diamantina
Quinto real
Methuen Treaty

Outline
Prologue: Dom Sebastião in Northern Africa: A Question of Portuguese Sovereignty

Brazil’s Golden Age (1700-1750)
Brazil in the Late-17th Century: A Time of Crisis
		Background on Colonial São Paulo
		Paulista Gold Strikes in Minas Gerais in the 1690s
		The Struggle to Impose Royal Authority: The Quinto Real
	When and Where: A Historical Outline of the Golden Age 
		Minas Gerais (1690s), Cuiabá (1718), Goiás (1725), Mato Grosso (1730s)
	Life and Culture of the Mines
	Consequences of Brazil’s Golden Age
		Internal Slave Trade
		Development and Opening up of Brazilian Interior (Sertão)
		Effects in Portugal

Epilogue: Portuguese Sovereignty Revisited: The Methuen Treaty and the Costs of Political Independence 

